32 Imported Meats.

items being too small. Although the
passing of thie motion might give
satisfaction to some people in the contry,
yet they would find that while they were
crying out for bread we would be giving
them a stone—something they would not
be able to realise, because 1f this duty
were taken off to-night, there would be
no difference in the price of meat to-
morrow.  There might be a little
difference in the price of frozen meat;
perbaps a halfpenny a tin might be taken
off it, reducing the price of the 2lb. tin to
about 1s. 4d. But if we could make a
reduction of twopence or tbreepence a
pound for meat, or even a penny per pound,
there might be some urgency about it.
But we know that cannot be done by
taking off the duty. The question may
be fairly left till the end of June, when
we meet again. While I give the hon.
member consideration for bringing the
matter forward in the moderate way in
which he has treated it to-day, I think
we had better get on with the special
business we have in hand, and deal with
this question of the meat duties during
the next ordinary session. I would ask
all hon. members here to let us finish the
special work as quickly as we can, and

then let us prorogue, to meet again for |

the ordinary session beginning at the
usual time; and let us have the referendum
of the people of this colony on tfhe
Federation Bill, as soon as it is considered
advisable to do so—that is if we pass
the Bill. I have no doubt this House
will pass the Bill to have a referendum,
and have done with it, s0 that we may
see what the people want.

M=. VospEr: Are you prepared to go
on with the Federation Bill to-night ?

Tee PREMIER: I did not expect
the business on the Notice Paper for
to-day would be dizposed of so quickly.
T am quite prepared to go on with the
Bill, which is simple and requires little
explanation, but the Bill will not be
down till to-morrow. The hon. member,
in my experience of him, has shown him-
self to be considerate; and when a good
case is put before him and an appeal is
made, he is open to reason. Therefore,
I ask him to accept my amendment, or
to say he will withdraw his motion till we
meet again next session. I beg o move

That this question be deferred till the next
ordinary session, to meet in a few weeks,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Me. A. FORREST (West Kimberley)
There are many members on this (Min
terial) side of the House who are incline
to follow the hon. member ou this ques
tion; but if this is going to be a part
vote, we will not be inclined to suppo
him. If the hon member wants th
duty taken off in the ordinary course ¢
business in this House, many member
here are prepared to support his motio:
I am prepared to support it, and I repre
sent the largest catile district in th
colony.

M=z. VOSPER (in reply): I mean t
accept the amendment.

Amendment put and passed, and th
motion as amended (for deferring th
question) agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.

The business on the Notice Pape
having been disposed of, the Hons
adjourned at 14 minutes past 5 o'cloc
until the next day.

Wegislative @ouneil,
Wednesday, 23rd May, 1900.

Papers presented«-Qvt&estion: Efficient Schools—Que
tion: Railway orkekops, Midland Junction-
Session Orders—Address.in-reply, debate resumne
and coneluded—Adjourament.

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair a
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PravEBSs.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the ConoNiar SECERETARY:
Regulations under Minernl Tands Act
2, Report of Education Departmen
1899.

Ordered to lie on the table.



Sessional Orders:

QUESTION—EFTICIENT SCHOOLS.

How, R. 8. HAYNES asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, If any, and if so
what, schools in the colony have been
declared efficient under the Public Educa-
tion Act for the reception of students
holding scholarships. 2, If any applica-
tions have been made. 3, If so, by whom.
4, 1f any teacher of a school has applied
and has been refused, what was the
ground of refusal.

Tae COLONIAT SECRETARY
replied : 1, None have yet been declared.
2, and 3, Applications have been received
from the High School; 8t. Peter's College,
Fremantle ; Christian Brothers' College ;
Highgate Convent (upper school) ; Miss
Best’s High School for Girls. 4, No
decision has as vet been arrived at. The
Principals of the Christian Brothers'
College and the Scotch College have been
asked to make certain alterations in their
Schedules of Imstruction. It is hoped
that they—or, at any rate, the Chris-
tian Brothers’ College—will thoroughly
satisfy the Department. The two latter
schools have not yet been visited.

QUEBSTION—RAILWAY WORESHOPS,
MIDLAND JUNCTION.

How. A. B. KIDSON asked the
Colonial Secretary: 1, The cost of the
site for the railway workshops at Mid-
land Junction. 2, The original estimate
by the Government of the cost of the
erection and completion of such work-
shops. 3, The present estimate of the
Government of the cost of such erection
and completion. 4, Whether a sufficient
bottom has been found on the site of
such workshops for the erection and safe
and efficient working of the heaviest
machinery.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: 1, £2,000. 2z, No actual esti-
mate was made by the Government, but
the estimate of the Commission which
reported on the subject was £180,000.
3, New plans and designs are being
submitted to the consulting engineer in
London for final estimate. 4, The founda-
tion is a good one throughout.

SESSIONAL ORDERS.
SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved :—
That, unless otherwise ordered, the House
do mest for the despatch of business on Tues-
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days, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, at 430
p-ni., and shall =it until 6-30 p.m. if necessary,
and, if requisite, from 7-30 p.m. onwards.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : The hour
of 7-30 for meeting after dinner was
glightly ineconvenient to members who
wished to go home. When Mr. Witte-
noom was leader of the House, it was
thought fit to meet at 7-45.

Horx. J. W. Haicxerr: And before
that at 8 o'clock.

Hon. A, P. MATHESON: During
the whole of last session it was impossible
tor a member to go home to dinner. He
moved as an amendment that the Hounge
resume after tea at 7:45 o’clock.

Tere PRESIDENT: The Colonial
Secretary would have no objection to the
alteration, if members so desired. The
only reason the Sessional Order was so
worded was to be in harmony with the
times of meeting of the other House.
He would undertake, except on special
occasions when it was a maotter of
urgency, not to take the Chair until 7-45.

Hon. J. W. Haceerr: When Bir
George Shenton was Colenial Secretary
the House, he thought, resumed at 8
o'clock.

Tee PRESIDENT: At 745. There
was an understanding between himself
and the then President that the Chair
should not be resumed until 7°45. If
the motion were allowed to pass, he
would undertake not to resume the Chair
until 7-45,

Amendmeni by leave withdrawn.

Question put and passed.

ATANDING COMMITTEES.

On motions by the Covrowran SEcrz-
rary, Committees for the session were
appointed as follow :—

Priyting Comairrex.—ThePresident,
the Hon. M. L. Moss, and the mover.

Stavpive Orpers CommIiTTEE.—The
President, Hon. J. 'W. Hackett, Hon. A.
B. Kidszon, and the mover; with leave to
git during any adjournment, and author-
ity to confer on matters of mutual con-
cernment with any Committee appointed
for similar purposes by the Legislative
Asgembly.

House Commirree.—The President,
Hon. H. J. Saunders, Hon. R. S. Haynes,
and the mover; with power to act during
the recess, and to confer with any similar
Comnmittee of tho Legislative Assembly.
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LisrarY CoMMITTEE.—The President,
Hon. J. W. Hackett, Hon. H. Brigps,
Hon. F. M. Stone, and the mover; with
leave to sit during any adjournment and
duving the recess, and authority to act
jointly with the Library Committee of
the Legislative Assembly.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Debate resumed from the previous
day.

How. A. B. KIDSON (West): I do
not propose to take up the time of the
House at any length, in debating the
Address-in-reply so ably moved by Mr.
Briggs. This is not the proper occasion
on which to discuss the matter at length,
seeing that shortly we shall have before us
the Enabling Bill by which it is proposed
to refer the great question of federation to
the people.  But the House will agree with
me that it would be hard to compliment
the Government on their action in this
matter from beginning to end; because
they have wobbled first one way and then
the other, with the result—and I say it
advisedly—of an extremely bad effect on
this colony, not only in regard to
dislocating our trade, but also in putting
people against each other within our
midst. Had the Government in the first
ingtance acted with decision they could
have done so with satisfaction to them-
selves and to the whole of the people and
Parliament; but the manner in which
they have acted cannot possibly commend
itself to us or the majority of the people
of the colony, and the effect is now begn-
ning to be felt by the Government. They
have decided now to send the Bill to the
people, and, so far as we can judge at
present, it is proposed that the electorate
which shall have the right to vote on the
question as to whether we shall have
federation or not, is to be on the basis of
the electorate for the Legislative Assembly,
All T can say is that if the Government,
persist in_that idea, they will come fo the
ground. The rolls for the Legislative
Asgembly are in such a disgraceful and
wretched condition that the true feeling
of the people cannct possibly be gathered
from a vote taken upon them. TUnfortu.-
nately I have been personally a sufferer
from the disgraceful state in which the
rolls are, and T therefore speak feelingly,
and I ask the (Government to seriously
re-consider their decision —if such be their
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decision, and T believe it is—to place tl
electorate for the Commonwealth Bill «
the bagis of that for the Legislati
Assembly. Last session a new Constit
tion Bill was passed, whereby il
franchise was given to women, ax
that Bill is now an act of law; m
that being the cass, it seems s
extraordinary act on the part of tl
Gtovernment to exclude the women fro
voting on the question of federation. F
passing that measure the Governmes
agreed that women should take part :
matters concerning the colony and hs
the right to do so, and yet now it is pr
posed to pass another law excludir
women from voting on ihe greate
question ever placed before the peop
here. But I do got think this House wi
allow the Government to persist in suc
a course; because the basis of the elech
rate ought to be that every adult persc
who has resided six months in the colon;
and is a British subject, should have

voie. It has been argued by some the
this should not be s0, because of th
time which must elapse befora those pes
sons could be placed on the roll. But

feel confident that if the Government a
earnestly and with firmness in the matte
they can easily get over the difficult;
because it has been suggested—and it
a good suggestion too—that every perso
who ¢omes forward and mukes a declar:
tion that he or she has been in the colon
for six months, and is of the age of 2
years, shouid have a vote. The answe
to that suggestion by one or twoe membe:
who interjected was a query as to how
would be known whether these peop
were speaking rightly or wrongly. B
I do not think any person would plac
himself or herself in jeopardy for si
months in goal for the purpose of bringin
about federation for the colony. Eve
supposing, however, that the Goverr
ment persist in making the electorate fc
the Legislative Assembly the basis of th
electorate for the referendum, the sam
diffienlty will arise, because what is ther
at present to prevent people from impe
sonating and committing fraud in cox
nection with the voting. Afterwards ther
is no redress, and the same thing precisel
might happen. The only difficulty T se
i8 as to whether the roll can be prepare
so0 as to carry out this suggestion in th
time at our disposal; but I think th
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Government can do it if they put their
shoulders to the wheel and work with a
will. T donot propose to enter into the
question of federation, because in a short
time we shail bave an opportunity of
expressing our views pretty fully; but I
say, as 1 have said before, that I am
against federation for Western Australia
at the present time, and I intend to use
every constitutional means in my power
to prevent the colony entering the union.
I take this course on conscientious
grounds, and T give credit for the same
conscientiousness to other members who
support federation for this colony at the
present time. Personally I believe feder-
ation wonld have a very disastrous effect
on the colony, and any step I can take
constitutionally at the present time to
stop the colony joining federation I
intend to take. In the very excellent
speech of Mr. Briggs, that hon. member
was hardly happy on one point, and one
point only: that was when he likened
this colony to Newfoundland. He quoted
some authority which described New-
foundland as a land of * cods, dogs, and
fogs.” Al I can say is that simile does
not apply to this great colony, which is
certainly not a land of “ cods, dogs, and
fogs.”

Hox. R. 8. Haynes:
“ gin, sand, and sorrow.”

How. A, B. KIDSON: The cases of
Newfoundland and Western Australia are
not parallel, and I should be sorry to
think that if our colony remained
out of federation it would meet with
the same fate as the former. Why
should it meet with that fate, when in
the few years we have hud responsible
government we have seen cur enormous
leaps and Dbounds in prosperity? It
seems to me almost absurd to consider
such a thing possible in connection with
this colony. Here we have vast resources
which are being developed more every
day, and the colony is progressing both
in wealth and populaticn, and I do not
think we should, in fairness to the coun.-
try, make such statements as that we are
likely to go to the wall in the same way
a8 Newfoundland. We do not in any
case desire to become dependent on
federation, because we are perfectly well
able to support ourselves. I am a
federationist myself, heart and soul; but
the time has not arrived for us to

It is a land of
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federate. "When the time does arrive,
however, I shall be one of the first to
support the colony joining the Common-
wealth. It is not necessary for me to
detain the House longer. I have given
my views in regard to the manner in
which the voting shonld be taken on this
question, and o do that was the principal
reason why I spoke to-day. What we
want is a fair vote as to the wishes and
desires of the whole of the people who
will have to live under the Federal
Constitution ; and that being the case, I
do hope, as I say again, the Glovernment
will consider this matter, and take some
notice of the views expressed by hon.
members in the House.

How. D. McKAY (North): I am not
going to comment at any length on the
Speech of Hig Excellency the Adminis-
trator; on the contrary I am fully in
accord with that Speech. Bub in passing
I desire to make one or two observa-
tions. It can be gathered from Para-
graph 2 of His Excellency’s Speech that
the Governmment exerted its utmost
endeavours to secure better terms for this
colony before entering the Australian
federation; but through the unfederal
opposition extended to this colony by
most of the other colonies, the efforts
of the Government failed. Such oppo-
gition came chiefly from those to

whose markets we have contributed our

miliions in the past; and, not content
with that, they want to secure our
millions and more in the future, to
my mind establishing a questlona.ble
motto of ‘ grab all and give nothing.”

It can be gathered from Paragraph 3
that the Government have made up
their minds to waive the undoubted loss
this colony will incur in order to join
Australian federation, showing a truly
federal spirit which cannot certainly be
gaid of most of the other colonies. I
question very much if any other colony

. were situated in the same position as

this coleny, it would make a similar
sacrifice. In speaking in this strain, 1
am agserting my candid opinion. I may
be wreng, but until I am convinced that
I am wrong I shall tenaciously adhere
to my opinion.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West): The
reason for Parliament having been called
together earlier than usually has been
the case is the result of the action of the
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Council during the last session of Par-
liament. Mr. Kidson has thought fit to
condemn the Government for the position
which he thinks they have taken up in
regard to this important question. I
hardly think the observations of that
hon. gentleman were fully justified. We
ought to be fair over this question, and
the facts, as I understand, are that the
Government suceessfully carried through
the Legislative Assembly the original
Bill, and a Bill with certain amendments
more adapted to the circumsatances of this
colony. It is this Chamber that is to
blame for whut occurred.

Hon. R. G. Burees: We were quite
justified.

How. M. T. MOSS: The question
whether this Chamber was justified T
will give my opinion about presently.
The Gtovernment desired the electors to
express their opinion on the original
Bill and another Bill suited to the
requirements of this colony, but the
Legislative Council in its wisdom rejected
the proposal. To my mind the action of
the Legislative Council was altogether
outsice the functions of Legislative Coun-
cillors. A Legislative Council, to my
mind, exists for the purpose of checking
hasty legislation.

How. R. 8. Haynes: Oh!

Hox. M. L. MOSS: Certainly not for
the purpose of preventing the people of
the colony from expressing their opinion
on such an important question. I think
it will be generally admitted that while
the Legislative Council refused to send
the Bill to the people, the people at the
elections which have just taken place
expressed the desire that the measure
should be placed on the statute book, and
the Legislative Council has to give way.
That action in regard to this matter has,
to my mind, been inconsistent, because
the Legislative Council acted as a barrier
in not allowing the people to express
their opinion on this matter. The Legis-
lative Assembly of this colony, which is
generally designated the people’s Cham-
ber, expressed their desire that the Bill
should go to the people, but for some
reagon there was a block in this Chamber,
I agree with what bas been said by Mr.
Jenkinsg, that the action of this Chamber
hag been productive of a large amomng of
bad feeling being engendered in various
parts of the colony. I am not one of
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those people who think that the gold
fields have brought misery to this colen;
or that they have done a large amount ¢
harm. I hived in this colony in 1891 an
I have lived here ever since, and if hor
members will take a Tetrospective glanc
they will see that in 1891 the populatio
was between 40,000 and 45,000 person:
and the public revenue was under half .
million of money. The transformatio
which has taken place has been duet
the discovery of gold and the develog
ment of the goldfields.

How. R. S. Haynes: They were nc
bad times either.

Hown. M. L. MO8S: They are not ba
times. The population to-day is abou
170,000, and the revenue is over two an
& half millions. Perhaps if hon. mem
bers will reflect and be fair they will se
that we have every reason to congratulat
ourselves that gold was discovered, an
that so much has been done on th
Eastern pgoldfields to send the colon
ahead. Consequently I am not like on
hon. gentleman, who spoke the other da
and said that this is a question of &b
goldfielde against the rest of the colony
It is nothing of the kind. A gres
amount of dissatisfaction existed in Pert
and Fremantle, and my election is &
expression of opinion in the Wes
Province. 8o far as the hon. gentlema:
whom I replaced is concerned, there 18 no
a man throughout the length and bread?
of the colony who could say a wor
againgt him. He was a member of th
Legislative Council for years, and durin,
that time he gained the respect of every
one with whom he came in contact. Bu
that gentleman to whom I am referrin
voted agaimst the Bill going to th
people, and he bas had to pay th
penalty. That is a good indication o
what the feeling is in the West Province
To my mind it is not a question of th
goldfields against the rest of the colony
but, if you like, it is more a question of th
populous centres of the colonyagainst th
rest of the colony. That 18 the faire
way to put the matter. Mr. Whitcomb
says that it is altogether opposed to con
stibutional precedent to refer the Bill ¢
the people, but it iz good enough for m
that a precedent has been made by othe
parts of Australia. That is sufficient fo
my purpose. I want to see the people o
this colony have the same right extende:
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to them of expressing their opinion on
this gnestion, and the precedent which
Australia has made in this respect is
sufficient for my purpose, if there is
no precedent previously existing of an
important question being submitted to
the people by referendum. I think
it would be unbecoming of the Legisla-
tive Council of this colony not to allow
the people of Western Australia to have
the same right as the other colonies have
had.

Hor. R. G. Burezs: What about New
South Wales ?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: With regard to
the question of referring the Bill to the
electors of the colony, I am in accord with
the remarks made by Mr. R. S. Haynes.
It would be a farce to send the Bill to
the people on the rolls as they exist at
the present time. I have no desire to
give any great number of statistics on
this question, but I may say that at the
recent election wlich I contested I had
returned to me from one portion of the
West Province, North Fremantle, out of
250 post-cards, 73, and I have tuken the
trouble to go over these post-cards since,
and in many inetances I find that the
people on the roll are dead, and inalarge
number of instances the post-cards were
returned because the people were not
known to the post-offies officials, and con-
gequently are out of the district, In
many instances the names are dupli-
cated on the roll, which gives a much
greater opportunity for double voting and
personation, which has been nentioned
by Mr. Lulkin. In my opinion the sug-
gestion thrown out by Mr. R. 5. Haynes
ought to be adopted. Every adult of
full age who has been resident in this
colony for six months should have the
privilege of exercising a vote on this
unportant question. If this is not done,
the greatest farce would be perpetrated
in sending the Bill to the people on the
rolls which exist at the present time, and
which are recognised as being in a dis-
graceful condition. And the rolls which
are in a disgraceful condition are those
referring to the more populous parts of
the colony. In the districts away in the
North, where the number of electors is
small, the bulk of the peopls will be
found on the rolls; but in the popu-
lous portions of the colony there are
hundreds of people who are off the rolls
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who should be on them. There is one
matter which hon, members are probably
aware of, that there are a number of
people on the rolls by virtue of their
ratepayers’ qualifications. And many of
these persons possess freehold qualifi-
cations; but in view of the neglect and
apathy which exist they get on the roll on
their ratepayers’ qualifications. Many
municipal councils declare a rate, and
make it payable in two moieties, and the
failure to pay the second moiety causes
the name to be struck off the roll. How
we can expect to get the voice of the
people in circumstances of that kind is a
mystery to me. During my residence in
the colony the electoral registrars up tu
the present time have never called on
people to prove their ratepayers’ qualifi-
cations, but now throughout theqlength
and breadth of the colony notices ave
being given to people to prove their quali-
fications. People do not bother themselves
about getting on the roll; there is a lot
of apathy in regard to it, and the Gov-
ernment have rot made it compulsory as
yet on a Government officer to see that
people are on the rolls ; as a consequence,
hundreds are not on the rolls to-day.
How. BR. G. Buregs: Thousands.
How. M. L. MOSS: There may he
thousands. I do mnof think it 18 an
exaggeration to say that at the present
time there are thousands who ought to be
on therolls butare nct. To my mind the
proposal in the Governor's Speech to sub-
mit the Bill to the people is unwise, und
not in the best interests of the people of
the colony. If we want to submit tlha
Bill to the people, we do not want to have
a fraction of the public voting, but the
whole. T think those gentlemen who sea
fit to oppose federation should be fair in
regard to this. It is a matter on which
the people should express their opinion.
Do not let there be any subterfuge; do
not let it be said that Parlinment decided
that this matter should be voted upon by
the electors on the present roll, which
would be unsatiefactory. When the Bill
is submitted, if no other member will
move an amendment on the lines thrown
out by Mr. Haynes, I shall be prepared
to do so. I do not propose to detain the
House further at the present time. I
shall have ample opportunity of expressing
my opiuion later on, but I could not let
this opportunity pass without expressing
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my opinion about the action of the Legis-
lative Council in the past, because that is
the main reason why I occupy a seat in
this Chamber at the present time.

Hon, J. M. DREW (Central Province):
As this is the first occasion I have had the
honour of addressing the House, I hope
both the President and the members will
show me every indulgence. It appears
to me, the question we are called on to
consider is not whether it is advisable for
this colony to enter federation or whether
it would be injudicious to do so. If that
were the subject of debate I should cer-
tainly proclaim myself as opposed to
federation under the Commonwealth Bill,
because I consider the measure bristles
with dangers to the progress and pres-
perity of tbe colony. We are, however,
called on to debate no such question.
What we have to discuss is whether we
shall allow the people of this colony to
exercise the franchise on this question,
or whether we shall attempt to rob them
of their undoubted birthright. The
electors on the roll, I may say, are only a
portion of the people of the colony.

How. C. Sommers: A small portion.

Hox. J. M. DREW : A very small por-
tion. There are about 30,000 names on
the roll, a great many of which appear on
the rolls for the different districts, and it
ig'my firm conviction that, in consequence
of plural voting, not more than 25,000
people are really represented on the roll,
The adult male and female population of
the country is about 90,000, and I fail to
see how we can justify any attempt to
deprive 65,000 adult persons of the right
of expressing their opinion on the ques-
tion of federation. There are special
reasons why we should not adopt the
course which has been adopted in the
other colonies. In this colony we have an
Electoral Act which would seem to have
been devised specially to prevent people
from getting on the roll, and to remove
the names of persona already on the roll.

Hon. C. SommeRrs: You are not far
wrong.

The CoOLONIAL SECRETARY:
Electoral Act? .

Hox. J. M. DREW: The old Electoral
Act. There are thousands of people, not
only in the mining districts, but in the
agricultural districts, who are not on the
roll, and there are hundreds in the
Geraldton district who have never been

‘Which
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on the roll, and never will be, becatse i
takes an expert lawyer to fill in the forr
of application in accordance with the Act
or, at any rate, it takes a person wit!
special knowledge to perform that duty
Any little informality causes a claim t
be rejected, and the result is that a grea
number of people are disfranchised, and
if the Commonwealth Bill goes to th
people, will not have an opportunity o
recording a vote. It is my convictior
that federation under this measure woul
be a serious disadvantage to Wester
Australia; but I may be wrong, an
anybow I am not going to pit m
opinion against the opiniona of others wh
claim to represent some 90,000 person
in the colony, and who may be able t
form a better judgment on the guestio
than I individually. Some people say w
should refuse to consult the people in th
matter; but to say that is to argue eithe
that the people are deficient m intell]
gence, or that they are dishonest—tha
they are political conspirators bent o
ruining the colony, and while entitle
to the franchise are mot to exercis
it. I cannot conceive any reason o
pretext to justify such an unwarrant
able calumny on, the people of thi
colony. The people may-approve of th
Bill if it be remitted to them, and th
result, as I said before, may be disastrous
but far Detter our material interest
should suffer than we should deal a blos
at political freedom. We can only striv
to deprive these people of their rights
we could not succeed for any length o
time. This House, if it attempted t
restrict the liberties of the people i
dealing with this question, would soo
pave the way to its own ingleriou
extinction. I very much regret th
Government have not made provision +
have the Bill remitted, not to the elector
alone, but to every man and woman wh
18 21 years of age, is a British subjec
and has resided in the colony for si
months.

Hon. W. MALEY (South-East):
am in favour of federation and of th
Commonwealth Bill being remitted to th
people, becanse I look on the latte
as peculiarly a people’s measure.
remember some 10 years ago I attende
a conference on federation in the Tow
Hall, Melbourne, ag a representative c

. the Australian Natives’ Association in thi
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wlony. On that occasion we, the Young
Australian Party, drafted a Bill, and that
Bill has practically been adopted as the
Jommeoawealth Constitution of Australia.
Chat was the first popular convention on
‘ederation, and it has been my duty end
ny pleasure to watch the progress of the
measure, though it has not been my
privilege until now to take any further
part in its discussion. I may say [ am
returned here by the property-owners of
the district I represent. I was supported
in a peculiarly strong and forcible manner
by the largest property-owners in the
listrict, gentlemen who possess, perhaps,
the largest area of freehold land in {Sne
solony ; and these gentlemen are not at
all afraid of taxation, or that their prop-
arty will be dissipated or lost, nor are
they afraid of any of the contingencies
such as have been pointed out as bogies
by those who opposed the principle of
federation. I do not consider this the
proper stage to discuss the question of
federation fully. I should like, of course,
to see the Bill go to the people, and when
I say to the people I mean to the adult
population of the colony. At the present
time, under the new Act, there is no one
practically on the roll. The new Achis
in force, and yet it is not in force, and if
there were an election fo-morrow the old
roll would be the ome practically in use.
Some method will have to be adopted, as
already suggested Ly Mr. Haynes, to
overcome thig difficulty, and T am posi-
tive that when the Bill does go to the
paople it will be accepted as the salvation
of this colony. Some gentlemen, with
perhaps some show of reason, if not with
sound reason, hold that agriculture and
all industries appertaining to the cultiva-
tion of the soil will be killed outright by
federation. I have been engaged in agn-
culture off and bn for something like 25
years, and I can say that so far as those
mndustries are concerned, the farmer will
be in no worse position under federation
than he i to-day, because the duty he is
supposed to receive now does not go into
his pocket. That, unfortunately, is the
truth of the whole matter. If a duty
ceuld be put on to encourage agriculture
without encouraging something else fo
counterbalance the benefit I would
myself probably say it was reasonable to
oppose federation; but I have examined
the guestion from the standpoint of one
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concerned in the growing of wheat and
the cultivation of the soil, and I can say
the farmers in the district I represent
received my expressions of opinion
everywhere enthusiastically, and they,
have returned me here as a proof that
they are prepared to accept federation
at the present time. In the Katan-
ning district there has been more
progress than in any other district.
There is all the work of clearing to be
undertaken, and men are facing Qiffi-
culties which they know, because they avre
experiencing them to a greater extent
than those, say, in the York district;
and they have sent me to this House, I
take it, as an act of protest against
what has been said in support of the
food duties.

How. A. P. MATHESON (North-
East) : If one dealt with the Adminis.
trator’s Address simply as it stands in
print, there would be very little to say.
I am cordially in agreement with Mr.
Moss—on whose speech I desire to con-
gratulate him—when he differs from
those hon. members who, like Mr.
Kidson, are inclined to condemn the
Government for their atiitude at the
present time in having called us together.

How. A. B. Kipson: I did not con-
demn the Government for that.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : I under-
stood Mr. Kidson to say he was unable
to compliment the Government on their
change.

Hon. A. B. Kmoson : I referred to the
attitude of the Government all through.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: Their
change of attitude.

How. A, B. Kipson: What I said
was that I was umable to compliment
the Government on their attitude all
through the question.

How. R. 8. Haynes:
Crow " attigude.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON: I quite
understood that Mr. Kidson's remarks
included the change of attitude by the
(fovernment at the present moment.

Hown. A. B. Krpgon: I did not mean
that; you misunderstood me.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : T um sorry
if I have misinterpreted the hon. member.

How. A. B. Kipzow : Perhaps you will
apologise ?

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : I do; Iy
I am sorry if T have placed an inter-

Their “Jimn
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pretation on the hon. member’s words
which was not meant, but which I submit
was a constroction of which they were
capable.

Hon. A. B. Kipgon: To some mem-
bers, perhaps.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : It scoms to
me the Government, in adopting the
course they have, are deserving of every
praise. There is no doubt they have had
to resist an almost overwhelming influ-
ence on the part of their old supporters
to prevent their doing exactly what they
have done. But we should not place
ourselves above the position of welcoming
the sinner; in fact, a sinner, as we
know——

Hon. A. B. Kipson: You adwit the
Government are sinners,

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : I admit
it.

How. A. B. Kipson: That is all T
said.

How. A. P. MATHESON : We ought
to welcome those sinners on their recan-
tation, and their present position is more
worthy of praise than that of people who
have not sinned in this matter. I had
certainly expected, and I think every
person who lives in the colony had
expected, that when the Administrator’s
Speech came to be debated we should
have found members of the Government
to the front in explaining what had
taken place since Parliament last met,
and the reasons which have led them Dby
degrees to this extraordinary change of
front.

How. F. Waircomse: They cannot.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member says they cannot.

Hox. F. Warrcomse: Not satisfac-
torily.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : Butwe and
the country had a right to expect that
both in this House and in another place
the members of the Glovernment would
have explained the reasons which have
led them to this extraordinary change of
front. But what do we find? No mem-
ber of the Government, so far as I can
ascertain, has said a single word in
explanation, and we are therefore obliged
to fall back on the Speech of the
Administrator, and on a number of docu-
ments which at the same time were laid
on the table of the House. I propose
this evening to deal shortly with those
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papers serigdim, and with the gener:
position in which we find ourselve
to-day; because that is the only way i
which we can clear ourselves before th
public hereafter for the position whic
I hope we shall take up. This is th
more necessary because of the enormou
misapprehension which prevails in th
country as to what has taken place o
this subject in the past. Even Mr, Mos
in speaking this evening fell intc a
error which is very gemerally shared i
the country. But before I go into th
question I just want to deal in passin
with the question of the body to whar
the referendum shall be made. I co
dially agree in principle with wha
has fallen from Mr. R. S. Haynes an
other members of this House when the
say that the existing rolls—the rolls a
amended at the Revision Court on th
15th May—should not be taken as tk
roll of the people to whom the questio
of federation should be referred. Th
position is an extremely simple one. Th
roll, amended on 15th May, forms tk
basis of the new electoral rolls of th
colony, and from last Friday—I spea
subject to correction—on which duy tt
new Constitution and new Electoral Ac
were gazetted, it is within the right of an
person who has been six months in th
colony to make an application to has
their name inscribed on the new roll, an
when that name has been on the roll fc
gix montha he or she becomes an effectiv
voter, That seems to me a matter
simplicity itself. et any person wh
has had his or her name put on the ro
prior to the referendum-—say 10 days-
be entitled to vote on this question.
think it would be impossible to carry o
the suggestion us fo electors’ rights bein
given away freely to everybody.

How. R. 8. Havwes: You can onl
vote once on an elector’s right.

How. A. P. MATHESON : It is tru
you can only vote once on an elestor
right, but it would be just as easy for
person applying for an elector’s right. t
apply to have his or her name put on ik
roll.

Hon. R. 8. Haynes: There would &
a difficulty in making it up.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The
would be no difficulty, becanse the rol
have to be made up under the new Ac
According to the Constitution Act whic
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has just come into force, a name which
has been placed on the roll is not effective
until it has been there six months. Let
us make the name effective for voting
purposes on the question of federation if
it has been placed on the roll any date
prior to 10 days before the voting day. If
members look into it they will see that it
is an eminently feasible way of dealing
with this question. Names have been
put on the roll recently, and I myself
know that 50 pames were put on the
Perth roll yesterday. People have to
make an application, and in due course
they get a receipt for that application.

How. R. 8. Havwes: Does not the
applicant have to designate the block of
land on which he is resident ?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: No; you
may live in a tent and yet be entitled to
have your name put on the roll if you
have been. in the colony for six montha.
TeEE CoLoNisl SEcRETARY: Or in a
boat. '

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : I suppose
& boat moored within territorial waters
would be sufficient.

Hown. R. 8. Havrves: People get a
receipt. Would not the production of
the receipt be sufficient to enable the
person to vote ?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : The hon.
gentleman misses this peint: that only
those people who now apply to be put on
the roll would get a receipt and there
would be hundreds of people who would
not get a receipt. Bnt to return to the
sequence of events which led up to the
present position. Mr. Moss fell into this
slight error; he imagined that in the
Legislative Assembly a Bill was submitted
and approved of for a referendum of the
Bill as amended by the Premiers defining
the constitution as adopted by Australia,
and the Bill as mutilated by the Select
Cominittee, so that these should be sub-
mitted to the people.

How. R. 8. Haywes: Improved.

Hon, A. P. MATHESON : Mutilated.
This is not the case. In the Legislative
Asgembly there was a mere expression of
opinion asked for and it was given,
certainly in the direction indicated by
Mr. Moss. In the Honse here exactly
the same thing ocecurred, only in a
different sequence. The House first of
all was asked to express an opinion that
the Commonwealth Bill as adopted by
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the other colonies should be referred to
the people, and that was negatived. Mr.
‘Whitcombe then moved that no Bill be
referred to the people, and that was
negatived also. The Colonial Secretary
then moved that, in the opinion of the
House, both Bills should be referred to
the people, and that also was negatived.
Finally Mr. Hackett’s suggestion that in
the opinion of the House the Bill as—he
did not use the word *mutilated,” but I
do so—should be referred to the people,
was also negatived. I submit that this
House was perfectly in order, and justified
in expressing any opinion they thought
fit on the subject, and as long as the
matter rested there nobody was to blame.
But unfortunately the Premier of the
colony did not see fit to prosecute the
business in the way he should have done,
and in the way I contend he was bound
to do by his pledges given in Melbourne,
at the meeting of Premiers. When the
Premier was asked by Mr. Leake if he
intended to bring in a Bill for a referen-
dum of both Bills to the people, follow-
ing out the resolution passed in another
place, be said he was not prepared at
present to do so. That I maintain is
where the difficulty first arose. There is
no doubt in my mind that if the Premier
had brought in a Bill in another place, as
he was no doubt bound to do, authorising
a referendum of both Bills to the people,
that Bill would have been carried, and it
would have come in due course to this
House, and that atage baving been
reached, I agree with Mr. Moss that this
House would have grossly exceeded its
powers if it had negatived that Bill. It
18 important that this should be under-
stood.

How. R. G. BuraEs: Are you setting
yourself right ?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I am
setting myself right before a number of
people who think I am wrong. It has
been put to me this way: Tt was said to
me by a member in another place, 1
can thoroughly understand that you
were annoyed when you found that both
Bills were not referred to the people, but
you adopted an entirely wrong course in
agitating for separation. In doing so
you alienated a number of people, myself
included, from you. We would have
been prepared to back you up. You
should have immediately commenced an
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agitation against the Upper House.”
This proceeded from a member of
another place, and showed the general
misconstruction which had been placed
on the position. We who desired the
referendum of both Bills were not pre-
pared to commence an agitation againet
the Legislative Council as a body, as that
body had only done what they were
entitled to do in expressing an opinion.
The Council were not placed in a position
in which they could have refused to pass
the Bill. T believe the Government wera
thoroughly convinced that if such a Bill
had come to this House it would have
passed, and I think very few members of
thig House would have dared, in face of
public cpinion as it then stood, and in
face of the fact that another place had
carried the Bill, to oppose such a
measure, but the Glovernment did not
bring it forward. The next step in this
matter was a most astounding cne. In
this House, at any rate, & motion had
been brought forward that communi-
cations would be commenced with the
other colonies with the view of ascer-
taining if our amendments would be
accepted. Such a motion was negatived
by a large majority of votes. No motion
to that effect was brought forward in
ancther place. But the House had
scarcely risen a fortnight when we find
the Premier and another gentleman—his
Jidus Achates—hurrying off to the other
colonies in pursuit of health.

Hox. J. W, Haokerr: Who was the
Jidus Achates?

How. A. P. MATHESON: It is not
necegsary to indicate that more dis-
tinctly.

Hon. R. 8. Hayves: Why do youask?

Hon. J. W. Hacrerr: Because I am
in doubt.

How. A. P. MATHESON: I have no
desire to gratify the curiosity of the hon.
member.

Howx. J W. HaceeTr: Prurent
curiogity.
Hox. A. P. MATHESON: In the

pursuit of health we find the Premier
and this gentleman wandering as far as
Queensland and interviewing the Pre-
miers and postal muthorities of all the
colonies, and we heard little of what they
did, or of what happened.

Hon.J. W. HacrEerr : Thers was noth-
ing to tell.
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Hon. A. P. MATHESON: But we
gathered that in every colony they
vigited, except Queenslund, they found
that the Governments econfirmed the
gtatement made in this House that it
was absolutely impossible for the Gorv-
ernments of any of the other colonies to
consent to an alteration of the Bill with-
out another referendum,

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY:
all moonshine.

How. J. W, Hackerr: I am sure
you are romancing about the matter
altogether.

How. A. P. MATHESON: That is
what the public gathered, and I can under-
stand the hon. member and the Colonial
Becretary rising in their seats to contra-
dict me ; it only intensifies my declaration
that on such an occasion those who
know should have risen to explain what
did happen, and Parliament and the
country would not have heen left in the
dark in these matters.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: We prefer you
to explain what did not happen.

How. A. P. MA’I‘]E[]E}S()].&E The hon.
gentleman would evidently like to put
me in a corner, but the more he twits me
with inaccuracies the more he lends to
my arguments that a member of Parlin-
ment should not be put in o position of
being inaccurate by the withholding of
information which the public have a right
to expect. The views which I express
are the views which have been expressed
in the whole of the Press of the colony,
and if T am inaccurate I am inaccurate
with the whole of the colony. Now to
proceed. We find later, on the return of
this deputation——

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: What depu-
tation.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : This depa-
tation, this pleasure party, the Premier
and his fidus Ackates, that no further
light was thrown on this matter.

How. J. W. Hacrerr: You are doing
it now.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : The hon.
gentleman one moment says I am not,
and the next that I am. Either I am, or
I am not. Later on, as I have said, we
had delegates from this colony sent to
England, and to the amazement of the
whole colony we suddenly heard that Mr.
8. H. Parker, Q.C., had been deputed to
go to England and watch the progress of

That ia
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the Bill. Very little information was
given to the country as to what Mr.
Parier was to do, until at last, at the
mesting of Parliament, the first of the
papers with which I propose to deal was
laid on the table of the House. In this
paper we find serions and most startling
statements. The instructions to Mr.
Parker were, I presume, given by Sir
John Forrest at the instigation of the
Cabinet—the “Cabinet,” the * Ministers,”
the “Government,” or whatever you
choose to call them.

How. R. 8. Harnes: Does the Premier
consalt the Cabinet ?

Hor. A, P. MATHESON : Clause 4
of Mr. Parker's instructions, referring to
the Legislative Council, says :— ’

there is mo doubt but that it would have
approved of the Bill as amended by the Joint
Committee of both Houses if it could have
been assured that the amendments would have
been accepted by the Parliaments of Eastern
Ausgtralia.
I should really like to ask the Colonial
Secretary—and I hope if he speaks at all
on the subject he will address himself to
this particular guestion—what grounds
the Government had for supposing that
any such Bill would have passed through
this House if we had been sure the
amendments would have been pgranted.
I say most empbatically there was
a very large number of hon. em-
bers here absolutely opposed to those
amendments, and if those amendments
had bLeen granted, or any indication
given that those amendments would
have been granted, their opposition
would been intensified rather than
decreased. There were in addition a
large number of gentlemen in the House
who were absolutely oppused to federa-
tion in any sense, and those gentlemen
wonld have voted against the Bill just
as they did when the matter was referred
to us before. The malcontents would
have doubtless voted against the Bill,
and the position would have been the
same as it was.

Hox. R. G. Burars: It is doubtful.

How. A, P. MATHESON: The hon.
. member says it is doubtful, but I bhave
. no doubt in the matter. In Clause 5 on
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amendments recommended by the Joint Select
Committee.

A most peculiar question is raised when
we find the Government coolly stating
that there would be no difficulty in
getting Parliament to forego the other
amendments recommended by the Select
Commitiece. We must remember that
the suggestion that the referendum
should be made was thrown out in this
House mainly through the efforts of
certain members of the Joint Select
Committee, who said that every ome of
those four amendments was absolutely
essential, We were told that nothing
else would suit the country, and that
the country would be ruined if those
amendments were not secured. Yet we
find the Government absolutely instruct-
ing their representative, in defiance of
Parliament and their Select Commit-
tee's recommendations, that he should
drop three of the amendments. Really
I think we are entitled on this point to
an explanation; and the country was
entitled to expect that some member
of the Government at any rate would
have explained why they were satisfied
these amendments were unnecessury. Teo
myself it comes as a source of gratification
to find that at this stage the Government
have come to the views I have always
expressed, but it is not a satisfactory
position in which to leave the matter;
and the Government should undoubtedly
be prepared to give an explanation of
what has induced them to alter their
views. Either the Select Committee was
what I have always maintained it was—
an elaborate farce—or the Government
were grossly exceeding their powers in
instructing the delegate to waive three of
the recommendations of the Select Com-
mittee. Clavnse 6 of the Instructions
emphasises the position I have already
raised. That clause speaks, and speaks
in italics, of *“the ome amendment”
required by Western Australin. But
Western Australia required no amend-
ment, and I say so without fear of
confradiction ; and that was the reason
the opinion was expressed that the Bill
should not be referred to the people.
Every one in the House kunew {hat

the instructions the statement is made , Western Australia was in favour of no

again i—

amendment, and members were therefore

the Government is of opinion that Parliament | a.fra_\.id t°_1‘_3t the Bill go to the people for
could be induced to forego the other three ; their decision; and yet here we find the
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Government, who pride themselves on
their accuracy, and who presume to
question the acouracy of emall details in
statements made by other people who are
opposed to the Government policy—we
find the Government speaking of *fthe
one amendment” required by Western
Australia.

Hown. D. McKay: How did the Govern-
ment know ?

Howx. A. P. MATHESON: As the
hon. member says, how did the Govern-
ment know ? It wasa grossly misleading
statement made in a public document.
Now we reach Clause8,and Clauses 8 and 9
together are most intereating as the House
wi]l very soon realise. This document is
dated 17th February, 1900, and it so
happens that on or about that date a
letter signed “ A West Australian M.P.”
appeared in the Press in the Eastern
colonies, and was commented on most
unfavourably by that Press. In par-
ticular, and this is a most noticeable
point, the Press on the other side called
attention to the most peculiar nature of
two arguments. It is a most remarkable
fact that these two arguments which were
never brought forward in this House, and
never appeared in print side by side in
this colony, to the best of my belief, here
appear side by side in Clauses 8 and 9
just ag they did in the letter of *“ A West
Australian M.P.” The discovery that
the statements in Clauses 8 and 9 do not
correspond is not an original discovery,
because as I have stated my aftention
was called to it by the Eastern Press.
Clause 8 takes exception to the double
tariff, and says that the effect of Clause
95 would be of little good to the people
of this colony. It reads:—

Yon will, 1 am sure, take every suitable
oppertunity of pointing out the exceptional
and abnermal conditions of Western Australia,
which were fully admitted by all the financial
authorities at the various Conventions, and are
conclusively proved by Clause 95 finding a
place in the Commonwealth Bill. The effect
of this clause was not clearly understood or
realised at the time, buf it has since been
agcertuined that its operation would be of little
or no advantage te the people of this colony.
It would result in our being subjected for five
years to an annual change of tariff, and also
in our having two tariffs for that period, and
it is certain the one applicable to goods enter-
ing the colony from the mother country, and
from other places beyond the limits of the
Commonwealth, would be much higher than
our existing tmriff, thereby placing, during
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those five years, large additional taxation o
the people of this colony. Imstead, therefor
of heing a relief it wounld prove a burden.
To prove a burden to the people of th:
colony could only be in one way, namel;
it must entail increased taxation; an
with increased taxation there would be a
increased revenue, therefore on that show
ing, federation was going to bring in fg
five years increased revenue. The pars
graph says the taxation would be highe
than under the existing tariff, and durin
that five years there would be additions
taxation on the people, induced by it
therefore instead of being a relief it woul
be a burden. This is the only construc
tion thut can be put on it, that th
customs revenue weould be increased an
there would be no deficit. I the very ne:
clause following the letter of " A Wes
Austratian M.P.” we find the Goverumer
bewailing the tremendons loss of revenug
which iz estimated by the Governmer
Actoary to be £300,000 a year. A ma
like Mr. Parker, a lawyer, a Queen
Counsellor, & man accustomed to weig
words by the hair, is instructed in prin
ing, or in writing probably, to represer
this colony in Eogland with two suc
divergent statements in his instructior
as these two are. In one we find a
enormous  burden on the people, i
another there is going to be a loss «
revenue amounting to £300,000 a yea
That is in the document proceeding fro:
this most accurate Government. The
the Government later on congratulate
themselves on Mr. Holder's motion i
reference to the pledge given by him t
pass a Bill through the South Australia
Parliament for the construction of a rai
way from Kalgoorlie to Port, Augusta.
have frequently pointed out—and the
is no harm in repeating it to the House-
that for three or four years the Goverr
ment of South Australia have bee
willing to facilitate such a railway. Whe
the Government of South Australia a
not prepared to facilitate is the construs
tion of a railway from Kalgoorlie to som
other point than Port Augusta.

How. D. McKay: It was not open |
them to refuse.

How. A. P.MATHESON: This matte
was considered in the Select Committe
Mr. Morgans had drafted a propos
guggesting that the Government of Sout
Australia should be asked to give sou



Address-in-Reply :

sort of pledge, which Mr. Holder has
now given, but the motion was never put.
The motion was twice amended to get the
terms more equivocal than they ware
before, but the motion was never put.
The people who were instigating the
motion of Mr. Morgans found that the
Government of South Australia were
prepared to give the pledge, and that one
grievance would then be swept away.
As I gaid before, the Government, in the
Speech from the Administrator, aliude
to the four amendments, but there is no
indication given as to what means were
taken to secure the amendments. Three
of the amendments recommended by the
Select Committee have been thrown over.
Having brought the position of affairs to
that date it hecame necessary to go back
to some slight extent, to the date on
which Mr. Lealke, in another place, received
a reply from the Premier that he did not
intend to submit the Bill authorising a
referendum to another place. Conse-
quently an agitation instantly started
through the goldfields, and also at Albany,
for separation. I do not desire to enter
Jengthily into the reasons which led to
the agitation, except to say that if the
people of these districts had not absolutely
despaired of bringing the Government to
the position in which they are brdught
to-day, very likely that agitation would
never have started; but it was in absolute
desperation.

Hon. R. . Bursss: It is going on yet.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member should not say it is going on
yet: it is quiescent at the present moment,
and if the hon. gentleman votes in a proper
manner I do not think it will burn with
any ardour in the future. _

Hon. D. McKay: The wind has been
taken out of their sails.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : The hon.
gentleman is perfectly at liberty to say
that, but he must also remember that if
it had not been for our suils and the wind
that blew them forward, the Government
would not have been able to deprive us
of the wind now. If we had not started
this agitation we should not have been
gitting here to-day. I do not think the
hon. member is prepared to deny that.
If he does he is extremely rash. Even
Professor Nicholas, who was instigated
at an afternoon tea-party to stand for the
North-East Province as a candidate, made

(23 Mav¥, 1900.]

Federation Debate. 45

that one of the planks of his platform,
and he was instigated by the Goverament
to stand.

How, I McKay: It did not do him
much good.

How. A. P. MATHESON: No; be-
eause everyone saw through it. He
stated as one of the planks of his platform
that the agitation was responsible for the

osition of the Government, and that the

overnment were now prepared to vield

to the demand for a referendum. The
eople of Albany sent in a petition to the

%ueen, and that petition in due course
went before the Premier and his Cabinet.
The Cabinet thereupon drafted a report
which has been placed on the table of
this House, and to my mind it forms,
with the petition from the goldfields, an
essential part of the Administrator’s
Address, I propose to comment briefly
or the petition, and the remarks made on
it by the Cabinet. First of all the
petition is headed “ We, Her Majesty's
most loyal and dutiful subjects,” and it
is signed at the bottom by these subjects.
The Cabinet comment on it as follows :—
They say:

I snbmit alao that this patition is not based

on any solid foundation. It is not alleged
oven that there is any ground for complaint,
except thatb it is desired to enter the Australicn
federation.
There you have it, at that date, that
the Government of this country were
absolutely obtusely blind to the fact that
there could not be a greater ground for
complaint than that the people had been
refused the referendum. And until a
few weeks ago the Glovernment were
absolutely blnd to that point. One
cannot help wondering how they came to
see that the deprivation of the right of
referment was the biggest cause of com-
plaint that could be found, and the only
deduction that can be drawn is that those
to whom the petition was addressed had
called the attention of the Government
to the fact that the posifion in which
they found themselves was an untepable
one, I regret Mr. Hackett is not in his
place to tell me I am wrong, or no doubt
he would have done so. The remarks of
the Cabinet go on to say:—

An examination of this petition from the
people of Albany will show that nearly all
thoge who signed it veside within the town
of Albany, and af the Denmark timber station.
They have no right, therefore, to spenk for
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any larger area than thatin which they reside,

which forms a very small part of the 8,300,000

acres referred to in the petition, the population
of which they purport, without authority, to
represent.

The position is this. With the exception
of the people living in this small district,
the rest of these eight million acres are
almost uninhabited, and it is certain the
Government were perfectly well advised
on that point. They know perfectly well
that the statement, though absolutely the
truth, is misleading, and though they say
that eight millions acres are not repre-
sented by the people who sent in the
petition because they do not live scattered
over those eight million acres, the fact
remains that they do represent the people
living over those eight million acres. To
prove that the statement is correct I will
give these figures:—In Albany there are
800 voters; in the Plantagenet district
there are 587 voters; and over one-third
of the Plantagenet district—the most
populons part of the Plantagenet district
—i3 outside of the proposed separation
district. In Nelson, which also forms
part of the area, only six voters can
be found in that part of the district.
That gives 1,893 voters on the roll, and of
that number 200 at least are to be taken
off for duplications, which brings the
number down to only 1,193 voters in that
district, in which we obtained signatures
amounting to 1,745. Now, I think that
is a most excellent record, and it makes
the attitude of the Government a par-
ticularly absurd one. It is possible for
the Cabinet to say they had no time to
examine the rolls in the way we did,
but if they submit these statements to
Mr. Chamberlain they must substantiste
them., To say that these people have no
right to speak for a larger area is a farce.
Take the case of the member for East
Kimberley, That hon. member has 93
voters in his electorate; and would the
Grovernment be prepared to say that he is
not entitled to speak for that portion of
the area in which there iz no population P
In that case he would not represent any
portion of this area at all. These 1,745
people are to all intents and purposes the
entire population of this district.

Hon. J. W. HackErr: How many ladies
signed the petition ?

How. A. P. MATHESON : We treated
them as the adult population.
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How. J. W. HacgErT: Because the
were not on the roll.

Horx. A. P. MATHESON: No doul
they were not on the roll, but there a
1,745 against 1,193. That is the extren
difference. Then the petition went on 1
say, in Paragaph 1:—“We” (that is
say the undersigned)
are unanimously in favour of adopting tl
Federal Constitution Bill recently passed I
the other five ¢olonies of Anatralia.

There was a simple statement of fa
ahout which no intelligent person coul
take exception. What is the comment
the Government upon that? They say,

This statement is not correct, as the popul
tion is not unanimous in regard to the matte
I submit to this House, what has tl
unanimity of the population got to ¢
with the question of the signatories to tl
petition ¥ Tt is another instance of tl
accuracy of the Government in dealin
with the matter, and the manner in whic
they go out of their way to discredit th
petition by glosses. The next paragray
of the petition was this:

The Government and Parliament of th

colony have refused toallow the said Common
wealth Bill to be submitted to the vote of ti
people,
I subwit that is absolutely correct. Tl
Government and Parliament had both «
them, in the sense that Parliament cor
gists of both Houses of Parliamen
refused to allow the referendum to |
made, and the Government, as repr
sented by Sir John Forrest, declined 1
bring in a Bill in another place; an
therefore this statement in Clause 2
the petition, that ‘the Gtovernment an
Parliament of the colony have refused
allow the Commonwealth Bill to be sul
mitted to the vote of the people,” is sul
stantially accurate and a fact. What ¢
the Government say in their criticiam
They say,

This statement is not correct, as the Legisl
tive Assembly was in favour of the Bill beir
referred to the people, but the Legislati:
Council was not in favour of it being referre
The T.egislative Council were not |
favour of the Bill being referred to tl
people, and the Legislative Assemb
expressed the opinion that they were |
favour of two Bills being referred to tl
people for their option, but the Assemb
declined to agree to the petition of
Federal League that the Bill should |
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referred to the people. If necessary I
could give the reference in Hansard, page
2117, in case any hon. geatleman is pre-
pared to cavil at my statements. It goes
on to say——

Hown. J. W. Hacrerr: Who drafted
the petition ?

How. A. P, MATHESON: A com-
mittee, and I had a large hand in it. I
am prepared to say that in defending the
petition I am defending to a large extent
my own work upon it. This statement, is
absolutely correct, and the comments of
the Government to a gentleman not so
well posted as members of this House
are, I cannot criticise in the lenguage I
should feel inclined to use. The third
paragraph of the petition was as follows: —

A petition to your Majesty is now being
prepared by the inhabitants of this colony
residing on the Eastern goldfields, praying
your Majesty to grant them separation with
responsible government, and we earnestly
desire to be included in the territory of the
proposed new colony.

That was a simple statement of two facts
which stand beyond controversy. The
inhabitants of the FEastern goldfields
were praying for separation, and the
majority of the inhabitants of the Albany
district were desirous of participating in
the new colony. What is the comment
of the Government? To my amazement,
I find they have not said the statement is
not correct, as they have of other two
statements, but they make a piteous
appeal. They say,

It iz to be regretted the patitioners did not
frankly give the sole reason why the people of
Albany have prepared and signed this petition,
‘Who are the Government that they should
speak of “the sole reason,” and so on?
Then the Government go on to speak
about somne “parish pump” affairs—a
jetty, and a few other things, which
would be about as intelligible to Mr.
Chamberlain as hearing that Mr. Alex.
Forrest and Mr. Petherick, the Town
Clerk, were not on good terms, or some-
thing of that sort. These little local
matters affect members of the Govern-
ment materially themselves, but have no
influence whatever in the minds of the
people of Albany in reference to federa-
tion. Yet we find this gratuitons state-
ment brought in, that because the people
in Albany did not get & *‘ parish pump”
they desire separation. If the people
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had felt in that way they would have
said so.

Hon. E. McoLarty: The local aifaire
had a great deal of influence.

Hoxn. A. P. MATHESON: It is
extraordinary that in this House, where
members are supposed to rise above such
feelings, “ parish pump” politics are
paramount : members cannot disabuse
their minds of the idea that everybody
is to be bought. Perbaps it is Bunbury
which requires an esplanade, and it is said
that Bunbury ought to have it because
it has not got ome: that is the logical
reason given,

How. J. W. Hackerr: The Bunbury
people would not want an esplanade if
they had one.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON: That
Teagon appears in print as spoken by
Mr. Hackett.

Hox J. W, Hackrrr: Itis not in any
statement I am responsible for. It must
have been an Opposition newspaper you
read.-

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member should remember that all con-
stituencies are not guided by these
motives, and in this matter of federation
“parish pump” inflnences were, as far
as possible, left out of consideration
at Albany. I grant it is possible a
certain number of people may have
signed the petition who had also very
strong feelings on the subject of harbour
works ; indeed that is very likely, becanse
there are many complaints made against
the Gtovernment in Albany. But people
in Albany were not prepared fo ask for
separation simply becanse they had a
grievance: they were actuated by a very
much higher motive, which the hon.
member (Mr. Hackett) cannot appreciate.

Hon. J. W. Hacggrr: You do not
believe that, although you say it. Get on
to sober fact.

How. A. P. MATHESON : Then the
petition reads na follows:—

No constitutional method of carrying into
effect our desire for federation iz open to ua
other than the one for which we now pray.
And T can conceive of no other constitu-
tional wmetbod open to the people of
Albany than the one they adopted; and
it is a method for which there are any
number of precedents. Petitions have
gone home from all parts of Australia,
some of which have been successful and
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some of which have failed, all praying ! from the Grovernment, and not from a fev

for separation for reasons given in the
petition. Now, what is the comment?
The comment of the Government is most
glaringly inaccurate : it is as follows :—
No constitutional means have been tried
with & view of obtaining what is required.
I repeat that, because it is worth listening
to: ‘“No constitutional means have been
tried with a view of obtaining what is
required.” The comment goes on—

When the matter was before Parliament a |

few months ago, out of six members—
Mark these words—

out of the six members representing the
districts of the petitioners in the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly, four were
opposed to the Commonwealth Bill, and voted
egainst it.

There is a definite statement of a definite
fact; and let us realise what really
happened. The Upper House repre-
sentatives of this province were Mr. 8. J.
Haynes, Mr. Crowder, and Mr. Piesso;
and the Lower House representatives for
the three districta included in the petition
were Mr. Hassell, Mr. Leake, and Mr.
Speaker, the latter of whom represents
Nelson. What happened ? Mr. Hayues
voted for the referendum, and so did Mr,
Crowder, but Mr. Piesse voted against it ;
go that you have one member who voted
against the referendum in the Upper
House. In the Lower House Mr. Hassell
was absent, and did not vote at all. I
subsequently asked him whether he was
opposed to the referendum, and he replied
“ Certainly not; but I was shearing.” I
asked him the question intentionally,
because I was perfectly prepared for some
hon. members in the House to say Mr.
Hassell did not vote becanse he did not
like to vote, and stayed away on purpose.

How. R. G. Bueeres : Mr. Hassell was
not in favour of the referendum.

How. A. P. MATHESON: He was in
favour of the referendum. It iz not
necessary to say that Mr. Teake,
who represents Albany, voted for the
referendum ; while Mr, Speaker, in virtue
of his position, expressed, so far as I am
aware, no opinion at all, and certainly
did not vote. .In contradistinction to the
absclute statement of the Premier, or the
Cabinet, that four members voted against
the referendum, we find that really
only one member out of five so voted.
This document went home to England

people.

How. C. Sommrrs: Not from * agi
tators ? 7

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : Not fron
“irresponsible agitators,” which I thinl
were the Premier's words—* agitators’
who might be excused if, in the absenc
of accurate public documents, they mads
a few mistakes in statistics. The Cabinet
who sat down and carefully considere
and conned over every word in thi
document, and in the face of what w
know to be the truth, placed befor
Mr. Chamberlain a statement that fow
of the representatives of the distric
voted against the referendum. To tha
extent our case has been prejudiced
but fortunately the damage is no
irremediable, because Mr. Chamberlain’
attention can be called to Hansard and
other documents which the Governmen
will, at considerable expense, have to sent
home for reference. The next paragraph
which is extremely short and 1s the fina
one, reads as follows:—

Your petitioners bumbly submit that the
port of Albany, which is within the boundarie:
of the territory they propose shall be separate
from Western Australia, ie an importan
strategical position, both for Australia and th
Empire at large, as shown by the fact that it
present defencos have been provided for by
Your Majesty’s Imperial and Colonial Govern
ments, and that it is desirable, in the interest
of the Empire, and especially of Australasia
that it should be within the boundaries o
Foderal Australia, and its defences under the
control of the federal naval and militar
authorities.

The comment of the Government is a
follows :—

The defences of Albany are, at the presen
time, maintained by all the eolonies of Aus
tralin, so that what is desired ie already iy
existence ; besides which, the Government ha
always favoured ndditional fortifications a
Albany, and has twice urged the Imperia
Government to establish a naval base there.
Surely the petition was sufficiently ex
plicit. What was the position at th
time the petition was signed? Th
Government and the Parliament of Wes
tern Australia had, I repeat, refused t
refer the Commonwealth Bill to th
people, and the people were therefore i
the position that, so far as they could see
they were going to be denied any acces
to the Commonwealth. It was felt iz
Albany that it was most essential th
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fort and waters of the harbour shonld be
controlled by federated Australia, and so
long as these remained annexed to West-
ern Australia they, under the terms of
the Act, were part of a foreign country,
and would not be within the boundary of
the Commonwealth. It would appear as
if the Cabinet were incapable of reading,
or of taking in & plain idea when they do
read.

Hox. J. W. Hacggrr: And yet they
took such paing!

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: That is a
galling point, and the hon. member is
quite right.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: That iz a gall-
ing point.

Hor. A. P. MATHESON: It is a
galling point; and even now it is a
matler of wonder to me the Government
should not understand a clear thing like
that. But it only shows their absolute
incapacity : it does not show weakness,
because 1t is impossible to amend Clause
5.

Hov. R. &. Boroes: We cannot go
with you.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I never
expected the hon. member to go with me,
though some day perbaps he may. The
comment of the Government is that what
i8 desired is already in existence; that is
to say, they maintain that at this date
the Albany district is within the federal
boundary and “ under the control of the
federal naval and military authorities,”
simply because the Government have
always favoured additional fortifications
for Albany, and have requested the Im-
perial Government to establish a naval
base there.

At 630, the PresipexT left the Chair.
At 780, Chair resumed.

Hon. A.P. MATHESON (continuing):
To continue my remarks about the Albany
petition, the Cabinet sum up their state-
ments by saying that in their opinion the
petilion is unreal and absurd. To reply
to that statements, I can aay that nothing
can be more real than the feelings held
by the people of Albany in regard to that
petition. To such & degree have the
people been exasperated by the refusal of
Parliament to allow the Bill to go to
the people, that I may say it 18 my
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absolute conviction that if to-day the
people of Albawy had the option of
becomming a Crown colony, they would
willingly return to the position they were
once in. They would willingly welcome
it. And I say this after having sounded
the people of Albany on the guestion.
‘When they were offered from London the
opportunity of being separated from this
colony at the time this colony received
gelf-government, the peopls of Albany
were persuaded by inducements from
Perth to decline the offer ; and if members
would take the trouble to sound the people
of Albany, they will find that I have not
exaggerated in this respect. I will now
deal with the petition from the goldfields,
and I am obliged to do so very shortly on
account of the understanding arrived at
before tea. Practically the pist of the
comments of the Premier are contained in
the first three lines, and they are:

The whole of the assertions contained in it

are unfounded, and a tissue of misrepresenta-
tions.
ANT can say in reply is that it is a catch-
penny reply, taken from the Perth penny
papers. Hon. members may have seen it in
the West Australian, practically the same
words, no doubt. I have not seen them
myself, but I recognise them as being
used by Mr. Morgans in dealing with the
petition at a banquet. I would remind
the House that assertions of this
sort coming from Mr. Morgans are
the last to be taken as facts. |
would also remind the House that in
dealing with the figures which I pub-
hished on federation, My. Morgans made
an absolutely similar comment, and with.
drew it with apologies during the sittings
of the Select Committee. I say without
fear of contradiction that if Mr. Morgans
analyses the figures in the report, and the
assertions one by one carefully, he will
find a subatantial basis of truth in every
one of them.

Hox. R. & Burass:
Albany.

Hown. A. P. MATHESON : Mr. Mor-
gans lives in Albany, yes, but this is the
goldfields petition. The chief matters
commented on by the Premier are three.
First of all the population and voters;
next railway matters; and last the
cupital expended. I propose to deal with
each of these matters. The Cabinet say :
*In taking the population of the Eastern

He lives in
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goldfields at 80,000, 28,000 signed the
petition, which is'a very small number.”
In reply to that, I should like to guote
what I believe is an accepted fact,
although I cannot vouch for it, that the
Uitlander petition from the Transvaal,
about which the British Government
are now at war, wag signed by oaly
21,000 people, out of a.population of
214,500 Uitlanders. These Lgures are
taken, and they can be referred to, from
Hawell's Annual for 1900. I have not
been a resident of the Cape, and cannot
therefore guarantee them. In East
Coolgardie, 28,000 adults out of a most
scattered population, many of whom it
has been unable to reach, out of 80,000
people signed the petition; and the
Cabinet go on to state, on the gecond
page, that, according to their statistics,
the population of the goldfields should
not be put at more than 60,000. Here
we have in this the startling result that
out of a population of 60,000 one-third
have signed the petition.

Horv. J. E. Ricuarposon: Nearly
one-half.
Hon. A. P. MATHEBON: Very

nearly one-half, I should say| I think
that a startling evidence of the depth of
feeling. And to go further than that, the
depth of this feeling is shown in the
recent election there. It is a popular
delusion-on the coast that the desire for
separation for federation is only felt by
the working miner and the riff-raff ; this
has been frequently stated on the coast—
I do not think it has been stated in the
House, but it has been stated. But
what has been the result of the election
which was carried out on the basis of
geparation for federation against federa.
tion simply? The miners on the gold-
fields returned Mr. Scommers by 819 votes
to 282. -

Hon. F. Wurrcomss: He had a long
start.

Howv. A. P. MATHESON : That has
nothing to do with the matter. Because
a candidate came early into the field will
not make people vote contrary to their
principles. Mr. Morgans, who is quoted
in this pamphlet as the apostle of the
anti-federalists, and as a person opposed
to the movement, has actually had a vote |
of no-confidence passed in him by his
constituents, but the Cabinet did not !
mention that. They do not say that in ,
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his constituency Mr. Morgans is politicall
discredited. That is « fact which hox
members in this House cannot get behind

How. R. G. Borars: What about th
dinner there ?

How. C. Somyers: Which he paid for

Hown, A, P. MATHESON: We mus
deal with public political facts, not privat
matters. The Cabinet go on to stat
that—

There has been no disposition shown b
Parliament to unduly limit representation.
One of the complaints of the people o
the people of the goldfields is that dw
representation is absolutely denied them
I ask the House to consider these figures
not the figures stated by the Wes
Awustralion in respect to other figure
given some time ago, not figures from ok
returns or on the basis of the ol
Electaral Act, but figures on the basis o
the existing state of affairs. We have i
North-East Coolgardie 3,374 voters witl
one representative. In East EKimberle;
there is one representative to 92 voters
and of these voters of East Kimberley, ox
the best information obtained, over 8(
per cent. are non-resident and dua
voters. That is to say, they are gentle
men who vote in other parts of the colon)
as well as in Bast Kimberley; therefor
if what we all desire, the single vote, i
adopted in East Kimberley, there woul
be ouly about 20 people to vote.

Horw. R. G. Burees: What nonsense

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: It is ax
absolute fact, and if the hon. member wil
buy the list he will see it.

Hown. R. G. Burors: There are mone
than that number oun one station.

Hox. A.P.MATHESON: Themajority
of the people are dual voters, and are nof
on the roll there.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: What roll i
that? How can it be the roll under the
new Act?

How. A. P. MATHESON : It is prac-
tically the roll under the new Act becanse
the constituency was reinstated, and that
is my very point. When the Government
brought in a Bill joining the two Kim-
berleys together, the House took upon
themselves to reinstate East Kimberley
ag a separate constituency; therefore it
carries the old roll, which was revised on
15th May.

How. J. W. Hacrerr: The new Act
was not in fores on the 15th May.
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Hon. A. P. MATHESON : The new
roll will be taken from the old revised roll.

Hon. J. W. Hackgrr: That makes a
very different roll of it, though.

Horx. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member does not understand the pogition,
evidently.

How.J. W, Hackerr: I canoot under-
stand the hon. member.

How. A. P. MATHESON : There are
3,374 voters on the North-East Coolgardie
roll, and the House refused to split up
that electorate ; but they split up the two
Kimberleys, which have u total population
of about 300 voters. The Assembly went
further, In Sussex, Nelson, and Wel-
lington there is an electorate with a block
list of 1,117 voters.

Hox. J. W. HACEETT:
Act?

Hon., A. P. MATHESON: Four
constituencies were made from these
three, and not content with these four
constituencies being in solid blocks, the
new constituency was treated as if it
were the County of Cromarty, in Scotland,
and constituted of a little bit here, and a
little bit there, and a little bit further on;
not because the people should be repre-
sented, but becanse all the miners should
be taken out of the three electorates, so
that the pastoral districts should be re-
presented instead of having three mining
members returned, which would have
been the case if four members had been
given to these four constituencies as they
existed. Therefore the Cabinet say that
no disposition has been shown by Parlia-
ment to lhmit the representation. Suppose
we consider the question on the basis of
population. From the Cabinet's own
figures, out of a population of 170,000,
there are 60,000 on the goldfields, which
amounts to mnearly two-fifths of the
population. That is on the figures
given by the Government; and taking
the voters’ roll, out of 40,000 voters
nearly two-fifths signed the petition,
We had a voting power of 15,768 on the
roll at the end of last year, and two-fifths
is 17,000, a difference of 2,000. In Mr.
Owen's report the expenditure allocated
to the goldfields districts is in nearly every
case two-fifths, and in the Customs Report
laid on the table a day or two ago, out
of £7,000,000 of exports, the exports
from the goldfields are £5,500,000;
and out of those exports the amount

Under what
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applicable to the Eastern goldfields
is a little over three-fifths. And yet
what representation have the goldfields
in Parlinment? What representation
does the Premier apparently advocate as
just ? He says—although these are not
his exact words—that the just represen-
tation is one-fifth, and in this House
under the new Constitution Act we have
that proportion instead of two-fifths.
‘Why should two-fifths of the voters of the
the colony be denied popular repre-
sentation ? In another place, there is
exactly the same proportion, namely
one-fifth, or ten members instead of
twenty, I give this credit to the Cabinet,
that they have qualms, and are con-
strained for the first time to show signs
of weakness and say—

At first gight it may be thought that to give

the people on the Eastern goldfields only one-
fifth of the representation in hoth Houses is
not quitc equitable, secing that about ome-
third of the population reside there.
They cut it down to one-third, and then
follow with excuses. Obviously it was
perfectly clear to the Cabinet when they
dealt with this question that they could
not have a weaker case, from their point
of view.

Hon. C. E. DemesTeErR: You want
the mining interests to dominate the
whole country.

Hox, A, P. MATHESON: I simply
ask for fairmess, and that is all the
petition asked for; and the Fastern
goldfields do not get fair treatment, or
the petition would not have been drafted
or signed, Now we come to the question
of finance, and the complaint of the
goldfields is that money is spent on the
coast unuecessarily and unjustifiably,
while money that should be spent on the
goldfields is not spent. I canuot deal
at length with all these wmatters, but
there are two or three salient points I
would like to pick out as examples, Of
course, these are not the only examples,
because the list might be stretched out
to any extent. As one example, I should
like to take the construction of the
Goomalling railway, and describe it as an
absolute waste of money, pure and simple,
an is admitted by every thoughtful man
in the distriet.

How. R. Burees: Nonsense!

How. A. P. MATHESON: It is
adwitted by every thoughtful man there
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that the money earned on this railway
will not pay for axle-grease.

How. R. G. Borars: Who says that ?

Hon. A. P. MATHESQON: Men of
intelligence.

How. R. . Borees: Give us names.

How. A. P, MATHESON : T will bring
no names up, though the hon. member
may sav I say so,if he likes.

How. R. G. Burers: You have not
been there.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : The result
will prove the truth of wy words, exactly
as was proved in the case of the Green-
hills railway, which was a pure waste of
money chucked into the sand.

Hon. O. E. Dempsrer : That is all you
know about it.

How. R. G. Burees : It is not sand.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : It is.

Howx. R. G. Burees: Hon. members
should not run down the country.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON: I am not
running down the country, but I will say
that on the Greenhills railway route it is
sand pure and simple. Then what do we
find when the Minister of Lands goes
into the Bunbury district? We find him
stirring up the people to agitate for a new
railway line through the Williams dis-
trict to carry coals at a loss, at & rate of
& halfpenny per ton. The Minister of
Lands is undoubtedly the most intelligent
member of the Ministry, but he went to
‘the Bunbury district and, according to
the newspaper reports, called on the
people there to stir up their members to
go to Parliament and insist on the line
being built, and told the people that if
that were done the Grovernment could not
deny the request. These are the words
the Minister used, and yet it is said that
1o money is spent on the coast which is
not justifiably spent. Take the case of
the Bunbury harbour, and here I have
Mr. Hackett on his own ground. Weall
remember when the Loan Estimates were
Lefore the House last year, the very elo-
quent defemce that hon. member made
of the Bunbury harbour works. Per-
haps that was quite right, seeing that
Bunbury is in his district; but the hon.
member in his advocacy went a little
farther than he bad any right to do.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: Can you quote
my speech ?

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : The speech
to which I refer is on pages 2951.2 of
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Hansard, if hon, members care to refer
to it. The hon. member, and also the
Colonial Secretary, said these works had
received the sanction of the Engineer-in-
Chief, and as I was astounded to hear
that, I turned up the report. What does
the Engineer-in-Chief say ¥ I think that
to-morrow I will give notice of & motion
for that official’s report to be laid on the
table of the House, and it will be found
to be a wost startling document. The
Engineer-in-Chief says that by no pos-
siblity can the accumulation of sand,
which is rapidly turning the harbour into
a golf links, be stopped. The Engineer-
in-Chief does not mention golf links, but
he says the accumulation of sand caunot
be stopped except by dredging, and until
a summer is spent in the work it cannot
be kuown whether that course will be
efficacious. The Engineer-in-Chief states
that some person recommended him to
make a hole in the middle of the break-
water to let the sand run out, and it
would be interesting to know who that
intelligent individual was. The Engineer-
in-Chief, however, gives technical reasons
why that suggestion would not work,
pointing out that the sand would go
round and come in by the other end, or
something of that sort. And in the face
of all these facts the goldfields people are
denied the railway to Esperance. The
Cabinet go on to say that the railway to
Esperance would not pay, and that it isa
frand and merely a political cry. 1 say
here, in my place in this House, as T have
said before, that the railway to Esperance
would pay; and if the Government will
allow a railway to be built there, T am
prepared to find the money to bwld it. I
had the money offered to me in England
to build the railway if I were allowed to
do 8o, and that without any concession of
land, but simply on condition that the
same rates should be charged there as are
now charged on the Government railways,
the understanding always being, of course,
that the Government rates are not
lowered elsewhers to anything like a
halfpenny per ton. I would like to deal
shortly with the guestion of the railway
freights, though T am not going into par-
ticulars as I should have liked to do,
seeing that I have all the documents here,
commencing with the complaint of Mr.
Mackenzie, the then Mayor of Kalgoorlie,
when the schedules were altered. Mr.
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Mackenzie showed that while freights in
the various classes were not altered, goods
were removed from one class to another
in such a way that the cbarges were
increased on certain articles. Goods were
moved from Class 2 to Class 1, and had
to pay an increase of freight amounting
to 4331 per cent.; articles were removed
from Class 3 into Class 2, and bad to pay
80 per cent. more; and, further, articles
wete moved into Class 3, and had to pay
87 per cenf. more. The rates, as I say,
in the various classes were not increased,
while the rates on the articles were; but
that point the Commissioner of Railways
carefully avoids in this document. And
there is another point. The Cowmis-
sioner of Railways makes a great feature
of the fact that the railway freights
of this colony are no higher than those
of South Australia; but he entirely
overlooks the fact that the railways in
this colony were made for a fraction of
the money the lines cost in South
Australia. In the latter colony the
construction of the railways cost £7,500
amile, while here the cost has been £4,700
per mile, or mnearly 50 per cent. less;
and under these circumstances it is
preposterous to suppose the Western
Australian Government are justified in
charging an equal rate for the same goods.
Therein lies the ¢crux of the whole ques.
tion. Turn to the report of Mr. Davies,
the General Manager of Railways, and
to the report of a speech made by him at
some picnic spree the other day, and it
will be seen that the coal and timber, now
being carried for next to nothing, to foster
industries in the coastal districts, are
being carried at a loss; and on page 7
of his repovt for 1899, he emphatically
seye that while the reduced rate of a half-
penny per ton prevails these lines cannot
pay. But what do we find as to the
goldfields lines? We find the goldfields
lines defraying this loss, and providing
for the interest on the whole of the other

lines of the colony; and yet it is said the |

goldfields lines are not taxed on account
of the low rates charged for coal and
wood. We on the goldfields do not want
the coal or the wood at those low rates,
but are prepared to take what we want
at the standard rate. We do not want
these cheap things shot on to us, however
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traffic managers and other officials who
want to gain favour with the people
on the coast. It iz only natural that
the Government should foster those
mdustries in which their friends and con-
nections are interested; indeed, it may
often be right to do that, but from the
point of view of the goldfields it is
obnoxious. It is “ubhorrent’—that is
the word—that we should be tazed for
the benefit of the cozl and wood producers.

How. C. E. DExrsTER: You say nothing
about the cost of supplying the engines
with water on the goldfields lines.

Hor. A. P. MATHESON : Then there
is the question of the special tax; Lecause
these preferential railway rates are with-
ot a doubt a special tax on the gold-
fields. The fact that these goods are
carried cheaply does not affect the price
to the residents of the coast, because they
have a small railway carriage, but the
incubus of the special rates falls on the
people of the goldfields. The goods have
to go 350 miles inland, and if this tax
levied to prowmote the coal and wood
industry is to be fairly apportioned
over the colony, let it be put on in the
form of duiies at the port, and not
levied on the pockets of the people on the
goldfields. The Premier goes on to talk
about the dividend tax, which is a
dividend tax to all companies except gold-
mining companies. Under Bection 5 it
will be found that to gold-mining com-
panies this is a fax on undeclared book
profits ; and as I have before pointed out
to the House, this is a scandalous injus-
tice we feel most deeply. I have merely
slammed the inaceuracies contained in
the Government report which was sent
to Mr. Chamberlain; indeed, I have not
been able in the time at my disposal to
half deal with the subject, or prove half
the inaccuracies in the figures.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: Never mind ;
you have dealt with the matter very
exhaustingly—T mean exbaunstively.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: But one
thing I want to say is that the petition,
so far as the figures are concerned, was
based on a report obtained for this House
by Mr. Dempster. We had no reason to
suppose that report was not accurate,
because it was a Government publication
which we accepted in good faith. If,

much that may be to the advantage of ' later, the Government were prepared, as

the coastal regions.

I do not blame the | they have shown themselves to be, to
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introduce a so-called expert to recast all
the figures in their prior publication, the
goldfields people are not to blame, for
the blame must lie on the hon. gentleman
who represents the Government, and laid
the paper on the table of the House as
an accurate return.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G. Randell) : I am not concerned
to follow Mr. Matheson in his lengthy
speech to-night, because his remarks are
to a large extent beside the object for
which we have met, which is to con-
sider whether the Commonwealth Bill
shall be referred to the electors, or
to the pecple, whichever phrase we
like to use. I take it that the hon,
member’s lengthy indictment of the
arguments which have been used by the
Government will receive its nemesis in
due course; but I, at any rate, cannot
pretend to follow the hon. member
through all the mazes of his remarks, and
shall not attempt it. An opportunity
will be given, no doubt, if it be thought
desirable, to review the construction
which he has put on these various mat-
ters, and I have no doubt a full and
suflicient answer will be given to his
statements. As to the question before
the House, it is well known I have all
through been in favour of the referendum.
Long before the question came into
this House or into another place for
discussion, I said that it appeared to
me, however much I was opposed to
federation, it was desirable the people
should be able to express an opinion on
the guestion.

Hon. R. . Burees: You were not
always opposed to federation.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : No.
For a little while I wandered from the
right path, as Mr. Burges understands
it; but T have already explained in
the House why I did so. I think the
reasons I gave were really good, and
sufficient for any reasonable man, at any
rate, and T take the hon. member to be
one. The hou, member has changed his
opinion sometimes, and he will allow other
members to change theirs, Ihave always
said it is desirable that the Bill—that is
what I am in favour of—should be
referred tothe peopleto say “ yes” or““no”
upon, or to vote for if they consider it
proper.  All that hag been said in regard
1o the action of the Premier is beside the
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mark, The action which has been faken
in this matter—although the Premier has
been misrepresented in the other colonies,
and in this celony—was in the best
material interests of this colony, and has
been a very earnest and honest effort to
obtain the desires of the Select Com.
mittee, approved of by a large number
of the people of the colony. If kuowing
as we do that under the provisions of
the Bill we were likely to suffer in many
directions in our agricultural and manu-
facturing interests, and the general
interests of the colony, I think any
one who holds the reins of power, or
represents the people of the colony in
either House, would have been false to his
trust in not trying to obtain the hest
terms for the celony. The Premier
endeavoured to obtain the desires of the
committee, and there were very reasonable
grounds for believing at one time that he
would obtain what was desired, for there
seemed to be an indication in the other
colonies that we would gain our point,
because newspapers of influence in the
other colonies were in favour of granting
our request, and one colony was with us,
If we had stood shoulder to shoulder, as
we shonld have done, we would have
attained our ends; but a section of the
people of this colony wzs opposed to the
amendments. Tt was entirely owing to
this that the Governments of the other
colonies treated ws In the way they
did. It s to be regretted we have
not stood out on all sides earmestly
for concessions which we thought and
believe still to be reasonable, and in the
interests of the public. I have always
regretted that we did not permit the Biil
to be referred to the people on a previous
occasion when we had an opportunity of
doing so. If that had been done, a great
deal of the exasperation or indignation
might have been saved. I know for
certain that a large mumber of people
would have voted against federation, but
they resented the Bl not being referred
to them for their opinion. The Govern.
ment should be absolved from all blame
in the matter, for in this House and in
the other House the Government voted
for the two Bills going to the people.
Mr. Matheson said it was the duty of the
Premier, after this House rejected the
measure, to reintroduce the Bill. T am
quite sure he has no grounds for saying



Address-in-Reply :

that would bave been a constitutional
course,

Hown. A. P .Maraesox: I said, intro-
duce a Bill.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That really meane the reintroduction of
the Bill. Taking into consideration that
the hon. member did his utmost to effect
@ combination against the two Bills, even
if the Government had the power to
iatroduce a new Bill for the House to
pass, probably the Bill wounld have been
defeated.

Hown. A. P. Mareesor: [ did not
make any combination. I was in favour
of the two Bills.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The hon, member was in favour of
federation.

How. A. P. Maraesor: I seconded
your motion that the two Bills should be
referred to the people.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
de not lmow that I need labour that
point, We are called together now for
the purpose of considering whether the
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Bill should be referred to the people; -

that is the Bill which has been referred
to the Imperial Parliament, and the Bill
that will be amended by the Imperial
Parliament in some directions. T under-
stand that there is a concensus of opinion
that the Bill should be referred to the
people, but I am not sure whether we
shall be able to secure our ends. I
believe that if we bad secured the tariff
for five years, that would have satisfied
us. I believe that if the Secretary of
State had had a little strouger back, we
might possibly have secured that; but as

in everything else, numbers prevail: when

Mr. Chamberlain found that three colo-
nies, Victoria, New South Wales and
South Australia, as far as they could
refused justice and right to this colony
following the usual course of events in
the political world the Secretary of State
could not see his way to back up our
endeavours. In these circumstances it
became imperative for the Government to
ask the opinion of hon. members of
the T.egislature, which they have done.
Instead of being charged with vacil-
lating and “Jim Crow antics,” I think
the Government ought to be congratu-
lated. There was no hope—and the
papers we have before us show it—there
was no further prospect of our obtaining
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our desires; therefore the (lovernment
have asked Parliament to consider the
question of referring the Bill to the
people. Some hon. members have said
rather hard things, but T must say that
Mr. Moss has very fairly put the master
before the House. Instead of the Gov-
ernment being blamed, they should be
congratulated on the course taken. It
only now remains for Parliament to say
whether the Bill should be referred to ihe
people or not, and it only remains for
Parliament to say on what conditions the
Bill should be referred. Althongh the
Enabling Bill has been introduced to
Parliament with certain features in it,
when the Bill is considered by hon.
members of both Houses it will remain
for Parliament to indorse the provisions
of the measure or effect amendments
in it if they can do so, and so pass the
measure. There is certainly considerable
weight to be given to the suggestion
made by Mr, R. 8. Haynes, and which
has been reiterated by several members,
I may say, without breach of confidence,
that the point raised has received con-
sideration, and the result of that con-
gideration is that it is not so easy
to carry out the idea as the hon.
member thinks. I only say that my
own personal sympathies are in that
direction, but we have to be very care-
ful what course we pursue. It i not
only necessary for us to pass u resolution,
but it will be necessary for legislation to
be introduced. There will have to be a
gpecial enactment, so that it shall not
touch 'the present electoral law. If a
special measure of this kind interferes
with our present electoral law, and is not
passed for one special purpose, the Bill
will have to be referred to Her Majesty
the Queen for her assent. It is desirable
if we enter the federation to do so as an
original State, and we must not take any
steps that will hinder that consummation.
We must be very careful how we move in
this direction. That we should have an
expression of opinion from the people on
a question of this sort commends itself to
everyone. It is true that the electoral
college—if T may use the word—is small
as compared with the total population of
the coﬁmy. We have admitted women
to the franchise, and we have liberalised
the constitution to a large extent. If it
were not that the time is pressing it
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would be as well for us to wait vntil the
new electoral rolls could come into opera-
tion ; but that is out of the question, and
we ara driven back to the other course,
special legislation on the subject. I am
not prepared to-night to say whether that
can be accomplished or not. If members
are desirous of doing this, an earnest
effort should be made to meet the wishes
of the House. I do not think I need say
more on that point, but I may repeat that
this question received the consideration
of the Government some time ago, but so
many difficulties presented themselves to
the minds of the members of the Cabinet
that very little progress was made in that
direction. A Bill, in accordance with
the precedents established in the other
colonies, has been introduced, but in the
other colonies the referendum has taken
place on their existing electoral rolls,

. Hox. R. S. Havwes: They have one-
man-one-vote there.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
are pretty much on an equality with
them. That brings me to the question
of the electoral rolls, and some serious
charges have been wmade to-might in
regard to them. Mr. Moss put his finger
on the real blot—the apathy and indif-
ference of the electors themselves. I
know several persons who have received
notice that their names would be struck
off the roll if they did not prove that they
had a right to be there. That is the blot
in the old Act, and which to a certain
oextent is continued in the new Act, thai
we are dependent to a considerable extent
on the action of the municipalities and the
roads boards of the colony for the making
up of the rolls. The names are taken
from those rolls, and if the names dis-
appear from the municipal rolls they
disappear from the electoral rolls; but a
notice ig sent to the person whose name
is struck off, so that we have to guard
the interests of the electors of the
provinces or districts, The electoral
registrars are required to give notice
to those persons whose names drop
off the municipal rolls. I have reason
to think that in every instance notice
has Deen sent, or im mearly every
instance : there may have been cases, of
omission. I have had an opportunity
lately of inquiring into certain cases, and
T have found that notices have been sent
to the gentlemen, and no reply received
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from them. Following out the lines of the
Act, the electoral officer is in duty bound
to strike the names off the roll. From
my personal experience in Perth I know
that a lurge number of intelligent men,
oving in society, are so indifferent that
they have to be hunted up again and again
tomake out claims. T hope hon. members
acquit the Government of any interference
with matters connected with the Electoral
Act. The duty in connection with the
electoral rolls is committed to the
officers who have to carry out the work,
and to see that the names of those who
claim votes are placed on the rolls. If
the Electoral Registrar finds that names
are struck off the muniecipal roll, the
names are struck off the electoral roll,
and notice is given to the person so struck
off. TIn this way would-be electors may
not have been assisted, but I trust that
has not been the case in many instances.
Under the new Censtitution Act, the rolls
will be much enlarged, and, as I have
said, the method of admission will be
much simplified and liberalised. T believe
we may congratulate ourselves on having
an Jilectoral Act as liberal as any that
prevails in other colomies. The hon.
member mentioned, T believe, that in
sone of the colonies pelicemen were em-
ployed in making up the rolls.

How. R. S. Havnes: Policemen used
to be employed in New South Wales, but
I hear that is not so now.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think such a practice most objectionable.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: It is done in
South Australia, under a special section.

TreCOLONIALSECRETARY: Any-
one would think an intelligent man anda
resident of these colonies would be so
seized of the importance of having the
right to vote at elections that he would
take proper care to have himself put on
the roll. Some reference was made to
what [ believe was described as “ stuffing”
the rolls, but I think that remark did not
apply to the Parhamentary rolls, but to the
municipal rolls, and that the hon. member
who referred to this had in his inind
ratepayers who had been struck off be-
cause they had not pald the second
ingtalment of their rates. That has
occurred, I believe, and is most objec-
tiopable, and I think illegal, though it is
not a question for me to deal with now.
Taking all the circumstances into con-



Address-in-Reply :

sideration, this House should realise
that the Government have done all
in their power to have this Bill re-
ferred fo the people; and I Uelieve
that in the judgment of every independent
person, and of everyone who is not preju-
diced by party or some other influence,
they will be acquitted of having dealt in
such a2 manner with the Bill as to prevent
its being referred. It has been my earnest
desire that the Bill should go to the people
or to the electors, whichever may be
decided ; and if the people of the colony
are determined to federnte, I am not one
to place any obstacle in the way, beyond
that I shall vote against federation when
the time comes. I say, advisedly and
seriously, that it is not my intention to
vote for federation, although I think it is
only right and just that the people should
give a vote on the question. I do not
think I need say any more. If I were to
attempt to follow Mr. Matheson it would
take me much too long, and, besides, there
is not the slightest necessity to do so on
this occusion. The Enabling Bill will no
doubt reach us from another place ina
short time, and hon. members will have
full opportunity for discussing the various
clauses, and deciding what is best in the
interests of the country. I only hope we
shall take into consideration this serious
and most important step—a step which
cannot be retraced—with a deep sense of
the consequences which are likely to ensue
to this country. Possibly some of us are
mistaken in thinking federation will be
disastrous, while others on the other hand
may be mistaken in thinking it will be of
great benefit to the country and start us
afresh on the high road to prosperity and
wealth. Both sides may be mistaken,
and possibly we may arrive at a middle
course which will be acceptable to the
inhabitants of this colony. I would like
to say one word in reference to the enlarge-
ment. of the franchise. I do not think
for a moment that any member of the
community who calmly and quietly reflects
can think of pitting the man or woman
who has been in the colony for six
months, against a person who has his
all here, has his property here, has been
here for vears and understands the
inferests of the colony, and can possibly
form a very good judgment as to what is
likely to affect its prosperity. That is
the reason we cannot have voting on
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a population basis pure and simple,
because we must recognise every interest
in this great country, and must have no
preponderating influence by the gold-
mining or any one industry; but we
must have a representation of all the
wealth, intelligence, and interests through-
out the colony. That is almost a truism
which every hon. member will indorse;
and for a moment to think that this
country should be governed by a number
of members who come from one indus-
try—say the gold-mining industry, which
Y think bas been hinted at to-night by
Mr. Matheson—would, in my opinion, be
destructive of the best interests of the
colony, would retard its progress, and
probably end in its ruin,

Question—that the Address-in-reply be

adopted—put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 822 o'clock
until the next day.

Hegialutibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 23rd May, 1900.

Address-in-repti: Presentation — Paper preseuted—
Question: Public Holidays, to restriet ](‘nlterin'g a
Notice} — Priviloge: Aspersions on Legislative
Assembly by a Member | (Gernldton)—Federation
Enn}:ling Bill, second reading {moved)-—-Adjourn-
ment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY —PRESENTATIUN.

By arrangement, Mr, Speaker and hon.
members proceeded to Government House,
to present the Address-in-reply to His
Excellency the Administrator; and,
having returned,



